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QUEST Approaches

• Quality assurance: promote compliance of preclinical and clinical research 

with standards and guidelines on design, conduct, analysis and reporting. 

• Education: develop and implement training and teaching resources on 

experimental and study design, methods to reduce bias, new modes of 

publishing, open science, etc. 

• Open Science: improve the accessibility and transparency of BIH research 

and its results through Open access and Open data.

• Rewards and incentives: develop, implement, and assess the impact of novel 

indicators incentives and metrics for rewarding researchers, appropriating 

funding and awarding academic degrees.



QUEST Approaches

• Stakeholder engagement: develop, support, and evaluate patient and 

stakeholder engagement activities throughout the entire process of 

biomedical research

• Meta-Research: identify opportunities for improving research practice and 

obtain evidence for the impact of its activities through ‘research on research’.

• Bioethics of translation: develop scientifically sound and practice-oriented 

recommendations on ethical requirements for research with humans, 

animals and sensitive data

• Think tank: act as advisors to stakeholders in biomedicine from funders to 

politics.
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Research Groups and Project Teams



Berlin and beyond …



Activities and Services

Evgeny Bobrov, Project Leader Open Data & Research Data Management 

at the BIH QUEST Center
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QUEST Structure



Main foci of QUEST 



Quality assurance – PREMIER QM 

Claudia

Kurreck

EMBO Rep. 2018 Nov;19(11):e47143. doi: 10.15252/embr.201847143.

Dr. René 

Bernard



Laboratory Critical Incidence Reporting (LabCIRS) 

Development of a mature error culture…

PLoS Biol. 2016;14:e2000705. doi: 10.1371/journal.pbio.2000705.

Ingo PrzesdzingClaudia Kurreck



Electronic Laboratory Notebook (eLN)

• Onboarding

• Training

• Support

• > 2000 registered users
at Charité/MDC

• Evaluation

Ingo Przesdzing



Education

Dr. Ulf 

Tölch



Charité Responsible Metrics Dashboard

Dr. Nico Riedel



Dr. Jan Taubitz

Charité Responsible Metrics Dashboard – FAIR data



Open Science: QUEST Toolbox - Fiddle
Where and how to publish null / neutral results

Clin Sci (Lond). 2020 Oct 30;134(20):2729-2739. doi: 10.1042/CS20201125

http://s-quest.bihealth.org/fiddle/

Dr. Nico Riedel Dr. René Bernard



Open Data LOM (performance-oriented funding)

Semi-automated detection of articles with Open Data
(article screening + manual check)

Reward of ca. 1000 € performance-oriented funding for

first/last author

As of 2020, ca. 7% Open Data for Charité publication
record

Dr. Miriam Kip



QUEST awards

The QUEST 1,000 € Patient & Stakeholder 

Engagement Award

Foster the involvement of patients and other 

stakeholders in the research process!

The QUEST 1,000 € Open Data Reuse Award

Make use of Open Data!

The QUEST 1,000 € Preregistration Award

Preregister your preclinical studies challenge – Increase the 

credibility of your results and get early credit for your ideas!

The QUEST 1,000 € NULL Results And Replication 

Study Award

Publish your NULL results – Fight the negative 

publication bias!

Publish your Replication Study – Fight the replication 

crises!



‘QUEST Criteria’

• Priority setting / Scientific Premise

• Strategies for establishing scientific rigor

• Transparency and dissemination of results

• Stakeholder engagement (where applicable)

‚QUEST‘ Criteria

Dr. Miriam Kip



Dr. Miriam Kip

Professorship Application Service Portal

“The Charité attaches great importance to transparent, replicable 

research and supports the objectives of Open Science (Open 

Access, Open Data). This includes the registration of studies in 

registries (clinicaltrials.gov, DRKS, etc.), the preregistration of 

studies, and the publication of negative and zero results. How have 

you been pursuing these goals so far and what are your plans for 

the future?”



Patient & Stakeholder Engagement

Trainings: 
• Digital research workshop „Patient & Stakeholder Engagement 

@Charité“
• Implementation of a national Training Programm

Goals: 

• PSE as ‚natural‘ element of the research process

• QUEST PSE connects researchers and patients

Dr. Sarah WeschkePatient-led research #WeAreNotWaiting:
„Do-it-Yourself Artificial Pancreas“-Systems



Meta-research



‚QUEST Pitches‘

You are from the Charité/BIH?

We would like to visit YOUR team!

Presentations on the QUEST foci of your choice

your format, your duration, your location (or online)

So far approx. 40 visits – a lot of helpful exchange for

us – and hopefully everybody!



@questbih

www.bihealth.org/de/quest



QUEST Seminar on Responsible Research

Contact

quest-seminar@charite.de

General requests: quest@bih-charite.de

www.bihealth.org/de/quest

Scientific coordination 

Lorena Martinez G. and Meggie Danziger

Thank you for your interest!


